IN THE CLAIMS 

-Elsas e amend the claims in the above-identified patent application as follows: 
Cancel claims 1-31 



Add claims 32-58, which follow 

32. (Newly Added) A method for recording/^ configuration of a purchased 
data center component automatically to a management system during a purchasing 
process, wherein the method comprises: 

transmit ting a purchase order fo r a component to a supplier, vendor or buying 
agent, wherein the purchase order is generated/from an asset template; 

receiving a container including the purchased component, wherein a machine- 



readable code has been placed on the < 



: of the container; 



scanning the machine-readable QO(ie, wherein the code contains informatio n on 




the configuration of the pur^asedTco i^ffictfi CT^ 



\ 



sending the scanned information regardipfg the purchased component to an order 
processing center and a data c ent^ niftnagen?6n t system; and, 

correlating the purchased^ compj^pent witjra purchase orderfor the component. 

33. (Newly Added) The method according to claim 32, wherein the machine- 
readable code is a bar code. 



34. (Newly Added) The method according to claim 32, wherein the 



t « information contained in the machine-readable code comprises a purchase order number. 
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a model or serial number of the purchased component, and ^formation regarding the 



d 




shipped configuration of the purchased component. 

35. (Newly Added) The method according to claim 32, wherein the machine- 
readable code is scanned by an optical scanner. 

36. (Newly Added) The metho^according to claim 32, wherein the method 
further comprises: 

recording purchase order infor mation and in formation regarding asset 
configuration in an asset manag eme nt! database subsequent to transmitting the purchase 
order. 




37. (Newly Added) The method/according to claim 36, wherein the step of 
correlating the purchased component with a purchase order for the component comprises: 

retrieving purch ase ord^ in ffimation and information regarding asset 
configuration from theyasset management database; and, 

comparing tl^e retrieved information to the in formation contai ned in the machine- 
readable code. 



38. /Newly Added) The method according to claim 37, wherein after the step 
of correlating the purchased component with a purchase order for the component, the 
method further composes: 
, ^ determining whether all the components required for assembling an asset have 

beenregfei-ved. 
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39. (Newly Added) The method according to claim 38, wherein after the step 
of determining whether all the components required for/assembling an asset have been 
received, the method further comprises: 

placing the component in a storage area, if the components required for 
assembling an asset have not been received. 



40. (Newly Added) The method according to claim 38, wherein after the step 
of determining whether all the components required for assembling an asset have been 
received, the method further comprises: 

generating trouble tickets or retun^/Srders, if the wrong component is received, or 
is received with the incorrect confk 




41 . (Newly Added) The method according tc/claim 38, wherein after the step 
^ of determining whether all the components required^ assembling an asset have been 
received, the method further comprises: 

assembling an asset, if all^comi^n^nts req uired for its assem bly have been 
. received. 



42. (Newly Added) The method according to claim 41, wherein the method 



J^^^A further comprises: 

4 * ^ generating an assetf ID for the as set, if the as set isjieployable. 



43. (Newly ^Ldded) The method according to claim 42, wherein the method 
further comprises: 

placing the as/£et ID on the deployable asset. 
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44. (Newly Added) The method according/fo claim 43, wherein the method 
further comprises: 

updating the asset state in the asset manag6ment database to deployable. 



45. (Newly Added) A system foi/ordering and managing products in a data 
center environment, wherein the system comprises: 

an ordering system, wherein the/ordering system is configured to generate a 
purchase order for an asset from an a/set template; and, 

a data center managepetfFsystem, which is coupled to the ordering system, 
wherein the manageme^s^stern/is/configured to perform at least the following functions: 
setting statelinfi^ialloirwilhin a database indicating that a component is 
on order; j ) 

correlatine/xne purchased component with the purchase order upon receipt 
of the component; ank, / 

tracking the component in relation to the asset of the purchase order. 

46. (Newly Added) The system according to claim 45, wherein the ordering 
system is configiured to generate the purchase order by checking whether there is an 
existing asset template, and using that template if it does exist. 

47. / (Newly Added) The system according to claim 45, wherein the ordering 
system is configured to generate the purchase order by checking whether there is an 
existing asset template, and creating a new asset matching a desired configuration if it 
does not exist. 
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48. (Newly Added) The system according to claim 45, vyherein the asset is a 
rack, wherein components are to be installed. 

49. (Newly Added) The system according to cla^n 45, wherein the asset is a 
node within a data center. 

50. (Newly Added) The system according; to claim 45, wherein the 
management system is configured such that the purchased component is correlated with 
the purchase order by scanning a machine readable code containing information, which is 
on a container in which the component was received, and comparing that information to 
the purchase order. 



51 . (Newly Added) The syspm according to claim 50, wherein the ordering 
system is configured to generate the/purchase orderly checking whether there is an 
existing asset template, and creating a new asser matching a desired configuration if it 
does not exist, and wherein the imformation\ontained in the machine-readable code 
comprises the model/serial number of the component and vendor specific information 
describing the component's snipped configuration. 



52. (Newly Added) An article comprising a computer readable medium 
having instructions stored/thereon which, when executed, cause at least the following 
functions to be performed: 

generating a purchase order for a component; 
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setting state information within a database indicating ttjat the component is 
on order; 

correlating the component with a purchase order uj/on receipt of the 
component; 

tracking the component in relation to an asset off the purchase order; and, 
determining whether the received componen/s are sufficient for an asset to 
be classified as deployable. 

53. (Newly Added) The article of claim 5^, wherein the purchase order for a 
component is generated from an asset template. 



54. (Newly Added) The ^ticle orclaim 52^ wherein the asset is either a rack 
here components are to be installed or a nod^Wnrifia data center) 



55. (Newly Added) The articleybf claiir^ 54, whereipxorrelating the purchased 
component with the purchase order comprises: 

retrieving purchase order information and information regarding asset 
configuration from an asset management database; and, 

comparing the retrieved information to information contained in a machine- 
readable code placed on a container in which the component was received. 

56. (Newly Added) /The article of claim 55, wherein determining whether the 
received components are sufficient for an asset to be classified as deployable comprises: 

determining whetheyall components for assembly of an asset have been received, 
if the asset requires assembly; and 



jam 



„7„ 



Reference No.: 10007988-1 
PTO Serial Number: 09/853,976 



placing the received components in storage, if the asset requires assembly and all 
the components have not been received. 

57. (Newly Added) The/article of claim 56, wherein if an asset is determined 
to be deployable, then me article/further. 

generating a data cent&yunique identifier for the asset; and, 
affixing the identifier to\the asset. 



58. (Newly Added) The article of claim 57, wherein the data center-unique 
identifier is a barcode sticker. 
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